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ABSTRACT 

Student transients in San Diego Unified School 
District occur as transfers from outside the local district, 
transfers from within the local district, immxgrants from oxher 
countries, and dropouts. The 22,000 transient students each year 
create problems related to: (1) internal organization, staffing, 
planning, and programs to minimize educational interruption and 
personal readjustment due to the transiency; (2) programs to take 
into account non-English-speaking or multilingual pupils in the 
schools; and (3) a system to accommodate pupils who have withdrawn 
from another school system without stated intention, preventing 
records from following in a prompt fashion. Host of the problems 
could be alleviated by national planning, cooperation, and adequate 
support for public education. (Author/DH) 
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ODPIHG WITH THE TRANSIENT STUDEWT 



Th« topic of tht transient student must be discussed vlthln the framevort of 
the Individual school district, accompanied by some analysis of the nature of the 
transient students. The problems encountered will vary extremely In both of 
these dimensions. 

The San Olego Unified School District Is a large urban district with more 
than 123,000 students enrolled In pre*schooI through grade 12, and laore than 170 
Individual school sites. It Is also a very large district In Its geographic area 
of 195 square ollcs, with relatively Inadequate public transportation as compared 
vlth many other large cities. 

There are several major aspects of transiency with vhlch we deal. The first 
Is transiency consisting of an exchange of students with other school districts 
as opposed to those who move from school to school vlthln the district. Figures 
since 1969 complied by our Research Department Indicate that the net exchange of 
students vlth other school districts has been belov three percent for the period 
October to June, and slightly higher for the period from June to October. The 
biggest single known exchange Is vlth other districts In San Diego County. 
Reasons for granting permits either In or out of the district are of necessity 
quite limited and closely evaluated since San Diego Unified, not unlike other 
large urban districts, faces the demands of parents desiring to have their children 
attend schools in the less troubled suburbs. Close cooperation vlth administration 
of neighboring school districts Is a necessity. Historically, San Diego Unified 
has maintained an almost even balance betveen Incoming and outgoing pupils. 

Another large factor Is the so-called "summer drop" factor. Each sunner a 
number of pupils do not re-enter San Dlego schools In September although they 
vere there the previous June. They do not follov the usual vlthdraval procedure 
and until or unless the receiving district requests records, the San Dlego schools 
do not knov the destination of such pupils. Meticulously the schools* staff, 
aided by central guidance personnel, spend many hours attempting to locate these 
pupils. Upon occasion In the past ve have fol loved through Individually as best 
ve could and found that almost all of these pupils do enroll In school elsevhere-- 
hence, they are not dropouts. Interestingly enough, many school districts do not 
request transcripts. 

A larger mobility factor In San Dlego Is mobility from school to school 
vlthln the district. From 1967 to the present time this mobility factor has 
amounted to an average of betveen seven and eight percent, or approximately 9,000 
students per year. This figure only Involves residential moves vlthln and In and 
out of the district. To this must be added an additional 9,000 students vho are 
granted requests to attend a school other than their geographic school of residence 
for a variety of reasons euch as child care, personal and social adjustment. 
Improvement of racial/ethnic balance, and parental hardship. Such Internal 
mobility makes It necessary to do a considerable amount of curriculum and guidance 
planning. Curriculum sequences must be planned so that a student moving from one 
school to another vlll not be moving Into a completely nev curriculum content or 
sequence each time he moves. Since there are never enough materials to maintain 
a completely parallel structure, there are some difficulties In material utiliza- 
tion, although these are minor. Progress reporting must be planned In such a 
manner that the receiving school vlll have an Idea of the curriculum placement of 




« student coning Into the achool. Host particularly at the secondary level, 
counaellng and prograsnlng must be structured In such winner that the Incoming 
student can be proeraTiied Imcdlately so as to avoid Interruption In hla education. 
Our dlstrlctvlde guidance services keep central records of pupils who are 
experiencing educational difficulties so that a continuity of effort on behalf 
of these students nay be nalntalned regardless of which school the student attends. 

San Diego schools have done two separate studies which relate achievement to 
transiency. In 1968-69, Stanford Achievement test scores In reading were analyzed 
for grade 3. Results of thle ai:alysls showed that pupils who had been In continuous 
attendance In one school through grade 3 were higher In reading achievement than 
pupils who hsd been In attendance only for grades 2 and 3. These In turn were 
higher In achlevessnt than those who had been in the school during grade 3 only. 

In the academic year 1972-73 some analysis was performed on the 
Callfomlf Teat of r.aalc Skills for alxth grade pupils. This analysis showed 
that pupils who had bc^n In San Dlefjo schools for the full six years were 
generally bettor In achlevenent scores than were pupils who had been In San Diego 
lees than thi se years. These results ware particularly significant for low 
achieving students. 

We have no concrete measures of aoclal adjustnent and Interpersonal adapt- 
ability. However. It has been a frequent observation by our pupil personnel services 
staff that pupils who have attended a number of achools seen to be more socially 
confident and more adaptable to new situations and new friends. Because of our 
population we have a substantial nussber of pupUs who demonstrate 
an ability to cope with «ew school settings. We believe that this is particularly 
true m familes where parents have not reflected negative or apprehensive concerns 
about a new school environment to their children. Parents who are very anxious 
about possible detrte^ntal educational and social effects on their children of 
having to move cc^nlcate these concerns to their children. Therefore, it is 
incumbent on us to stress the point that perhaps the slight loss in continuity of 
achievement can be more than offset by naw experiences in educational settings and 
interpersonal relations. 

No good statistics are available on the relationship of delinquency to tran- 
siency in San Diego. Checks with the Probation Department and with the 
Juvenile Division of our San Diego Police Department indicate that law enforcement 
agencies do not keep records on the length of time a pupil has lived in the city 
or been in a particular school; therefore, it is difficult to identify 
transiency with delinquency. Our own school records also do not reveal any firm 
transiency-delinquency conaacvions. 

The immigration of atudenta presents increasing problems for San Diego. We 
are close to the Mexican border and have large military installations, thus we 
receive many students from other countries. Many incoming students are mono- 
lingual in a language other than English, although a significant number are multi- 
lingual. Over sixty- five different Icnpuages are represented in our student 
population. The largest single language category is Spanish with over 8,000 
students. The second largest is the Philippino group with over 800 pupils who 
?SJ i^rg9»t group is Portuguese speaking, with well over 

300 pupils. Fortunately a number of these pupils speak English with adequate 
facility so that they do not need special Instruction, but 2,800 of our pupils 
require training in English as a second languaga or instnictlon In bilingually 
taught classes. ^ ' 
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In .u««ry while our percentage of tr«n.lent .tudent. !• not ""^ 

The epecUl proble«i. briefly reiterated, ere «• follow: 

1. mtemel organization, etafflng. planning, and P'^J'"-'^ 
«lnl»l>e educational Interruption and personal readjustment 
due to a student's transiency. 

2. Programs to take Into account non-Eogllsh •P««"»8 <>' 
Ungual pupils In the schools. (Parenthetically the 
Ca^ffomia constitution require, that the schools P«>vlde 
"free co»«>ii education to all pupils who come to our schools, 
but the California Education Code does not confer authority 

p^Sll"schools to force proof of <="^""-»»^P- /^'^^^J*' 
If we educate Illegal aliens, we .ay be accused of a gift 

of public funds.") 

3 A system to acconnodate pupils who have withdrawn 

anorter school system without stated Intention. P'*^*"^^"* . , 
"cords from following him In a prompt fashion. Also, problems 
arise when other school districts refuse « -end record, of 
the immigrating student because of failure to pay library 
fines or oth*r reasons. 

w . ^h. «r«hiMi« listed could be alleviated significantly by national 

solutions with other districts. 
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